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MATRIARCHS
IN SPLENDOR.

Their First Assembly Ball at the

Astoria a Scene of Dazzling

Magnificence.

MRS. ASTOR RECEIVES THE GUESTS.

Standing Over .the Soil of Her Old Home,
She Bids Society Welcome to the Pal-
ace Named After Her Family.

ror more than oue reason wons the assem-
bly glven lost night at the Asterin one
of the mwost notablée pvents in the history
of New Yourk soclety durlig recent vears.

It was made so, In the firat place, by
the demlse last year of the repowned Pa-
trinrehs, full of years and bonors. That
lamented occurrence lefi the Assembly—
flippantly termed the “Ajgtriarehs'’ —in
nndlsputed | sion t» the title of belng
the—nnd the “the” cannor be eniphasizned
ton  mtrongly—representatlve and compre
hensive dance pcknowledged by the ‘'‘up-
per crust” of this city.

Thls eonsideration was uppermost in the
fragmentary conversutlon of the belles,
boanx, matrons, dowagers and debutantes
who alighted from their bronghaus at the
extreme western entrance of the Astorla
Hatel Inet night and hurried into the bulld-
ing, followed by tlie greedy eyes of & hun-
dred or more slghtsecrs.

But there were stlll other pelnts of view,
which were cnnvassed with anfmation
swhile the women were shedditig their
wraps of fur and tfeathers and readjusting
{he delleacles of follet and the set of
jewels before emerging from the seclusion
of the c¢lonk room. It wias the opening
of the season of '07-'08, for example, and
from the success of the Assembly, those
who were superstiticus smong them would
draww an augury for the snccess of the
sovinl season. Then, agaln, It was the first
formsl and veally Dig celebration given In
tlie new hotel that lnd heen pald for with
the milllons of the -Astors.

Concession to Youth.

(onversation, too, flitted fo those who
were going to “receive’ and it was dls-
coversd that, whereas It had long heen the
epstom of the “Matrlarchs’ to assign n
young mniron or two to amslst the dowager
who posed as the hostess of the evening,
never before ha dsueh extremely young
miatrons as Mra. Henry Fayne Whitney and
Mrs, Bgerton Winthrop, ir., been called

ast In this capacity. This Innoya-
toll?lu :\?ns fnterpreted as a. graclous con-
cesslon to the ymmger element in .soclety,
and o happy nmlgnt or the vivaclty of As-

n the future.
“f'nhél-e-?a the gmests found their way to the
ball roem, where a diffused blnze of lizht
wis flashed back from the polished floor.
he vivid coloring of the figure palntings

on thé wall nnd celling formed a back-.

round that rivalled the ehromate splen-
oguunbf the women's gowins, and such crit-
jolsms as wers murmured behind fans were
fnsplted by a fear lest the prodigality of
eolor In the decorations should permit less
than justice to be done to tollets that
woulid be resplendant against a duller back-

ground.

Mrs. Astor recelved the guesis, assluted

Hiy Mra, James A. Burden and the fwo
vouthful matrons alrendy mentioned. And
as the revellers pald thelr respects to the
srst lady'' at the ball they were struck
with nnother significant feature of the oc-
caglon, 'That was the striking sentimental
approprinteness of the veteran goelety lead-
or standing over famillar sofl, althongh un-
der o new roof, recelving the homage thot
for 1 generatfon she had recelved in the
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old red house thet stood at the corner of
Phirty-fourth street and Fifth avenne, long
Before the Astors ever thought of bulliing
Hotels. And Mrs. Astor seewmied to appie-
clate the algnlrlcam-e of It, for she siiled
at the words of such old friends s ven-
tured to remind her of the eolncfdence,

¢ Splendid Lieutennuis.

Very stately aml very handsomely dressed
wag this old lndy, whose domingting In-
fluénce for years has been u result of her
Ttl;:'inljl‘ﬁelilns s m_uctlg‘ ag of her wealth,

P els were of i
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der Heutenants were no less splendid,
Mrs, Jumes A. Burden was In whltﬁ? ){ili'i.
Hurry Payne Whitney looked ns winspme
and glrilsh ug when she was Miss Gertrude
Vanderbllt, und Mry, Fgerton L. Winthrop,
Jr., was declared to inok not a day oliler
than the Emeline Heckscher, whose father
wis esteemed the beau par excellence of
.\n:\- York mwlol{- In the last generatlon.

For a short tlme the receiving mntrons
stood In the corvidor lending from the cir
culur red statunry room to the grand stalr-
way., Only there was nothing about it to
sugges| o corridor. Smull had embowered
it with exotles, so that one milght haove
lmagined It n bower In some tropical isle.
The forist Lad cxerclsed slmllay profusion
and taste with the remalnder of the space
held sacred to the Assembly guests. After
howlng to Mis. Astor and her llentenants
they pussed back to the statuary room, of
which the mantel was banked high with
Amerlean Beauty roses and farleyencla
ferns., The celllng was garlanded with
white and pluk roses, whieh nlso oceurred
in elusters on the asparagus vines that
bung in_ feathery festoons from the en-
elrellng baloony.

Passlng thence to the ballroom, one per-
ceived that the foral decoratlon bad been
mannged with artistie rertraint, whereby
an  effect of coolness anid coziness was
achieved without obscuring the elaborate
schieme of decoration for whieh the room
basg wou renown, The upper tler of boxes;
shut off froun the guests, were filled with
drvooping pulms, from  which depended a
profusion of dellente Southern vines.

In Falry Cavens,
The twe great wall nlelies liad been treat-
od In the same way, and the mosicinns'

stand In the western end of the upper tler
atwrla gereened off with vines and Orlental
oliage.
Yery restful were these falry caves of
gruen to oyed quFuz-d ‘by the glitter of
oor and celling, of lamps and jewels and
the sheen of sutin and silk In' divers colors
New York uever saw n ballrooom more
ayly, more dazsllngly peopledl. Never wns
there so rich o feast for the eye that
loves to dwell on preclons stones.  Rubies,
sapphires, cmeralds and dlamonds of an
aggregate value that would be startling If
estimnted, vied with each other to fascinate
nnd bewllder the onlooker. ]
The matrons wore brocades; satins and
sllks, embellished with Jewelled embrold-
ery, tinscl, pussementerle, point lace, arti-
ficla) flowers, tulle. and sable, Gems seln-
tillated pot alope on thelr heads, at thelr
nevks and wrists and in thelr hesoms, but
all over thelr elaborate gowns, in unexpect-

o places, shining out of the folds Illke
firefiles agalnst the background of the

nlEht.
or wvartety ond wealth of ornament,
Indesd, the occnslon was remarkable, It
wns an Index of fashlon In this a® In other
respects,  Ornamentation the most prodigal
abpunded. It nianifested [teelf in tlaras,
neclilaees, hracelets, pendants, ear studs
and gueh corsage atjuncts as fringes, crys.
cents, sunbursts, stars, butterflies, empire
hows enerusted witl jewels, and a hundred
other devices.

Nor were the matrons alone In ¢lalming
this privilege. Umnarrled women of &
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couple of sensons’ stnnding were searcely
less resplensant. It was left for the de-
butnntes to shine in sweet wlmplielty un-

adorned.
Pink Buds.

And even the “buds" hnd ventured on o
decoratlve advance. True, It wias u harm-
less Tittle inmovation, but it was none the
less worthy of remnrk. Instend of the pure
white which alone 18 sanctioned Dy tradi-

| tlon as the attire for a glvl who s making
‘héer first Dbow in soclety, many of last
I night's debutantes wore pink. Let the

nameg of some of these cedrageous dunsels
be recorded,

Miss Grinnell was voted the wearer of the
“gmartest” of the debutante gowns,
whether radleal or conservative. It was
& creatlon In Pompellna piok, Just over
from Parls, and it consctuted n mosg ray-
lshing contrnst to Miss Grinpell's golden
hlonde complexlon, "Uhe materinl was heavy
sllk, nand the front was embroldered wit
rhinestones, turquolses and gilver spangles,

Miss Beatrice de Coppet wore a preity
rose-colored gown. It was of satin, and
frilled with chiffon,

Miss Bleanor Pitggerald, who only made
her debut on Tuesday, wore a lovily soft
plnk satin with frillings of lace and pearl
OrnAments,

Miss Janet Henderson was [n white, a
guperh French ﬂown. embroldered In gold.

Miss Fraoces P'ell wove pink satin, with
rufflings of movpaséline de sole,

Of the more conservative younger slsters,
Mliss Isabelle Cameron was one of the most
notable.  8he wore white, although she
oecupled the anomalons . positlon of belng
a debutante and ver not a debutante, This
paradox is explalned by the fact that she
wits presented nt court last Summer, but had
never Been In soclety In New York until
last might. The gown she wore wns that
in whieh she wag presented to the Quesn.

Miss Malzie Delafield was In white silk
trimmed with chlffon, lace and plnk roses.

Many Debutantes,

Mlss De Kay wis in white point d'esprit
over pale blue,

Mliss Josephine Drexel and Miss Christine
Biddle were among the debutantes who
were not at the ball.. SBome of the others
présent, all elther In white or rosg, sllk or

gatin, with chiffon lace and pearls, were
Miss Marie Bowers, Mlss Churlotte Past,
Miss Helen Van Cortlendt Morris, Miss
Martha D. Bowers, Miss Florence Coppell,
Milss Elennor Thomns, Mlss Cornela "Lilv-
Ingston Clarkson, Miss Ruth Hoe, Miss
Elsle Baker, Miss Amy Brown, Miss Cassie
Buﬁge. Misg Gertrude Alexandre and Miss
ell.

Dnnnin% begun as soom after the graclous
opening formallties as seemed decent, and
was kept up vivaclously untll supper was
announced. The floor was pronounced per-
feet dnd the musle, by Naban Franko's
Festlvil Ohehestra, simply entranclng,

It was at mildalght that the guests
troopesd into the Aptor Gallery to refroch
themselves for the more serlons business
of the cotillon and all that was to follow
before dnwn, The Reception Committec
of five {ndies, with thelr escorts, sat at 8
contral 1eble and the rest of the mMerry-
makers distributed themselves Indifferent-
1y awong swaller tables set for from four
to lindf a doren.

The nuwber «f those who sat down to
supper was 480—nenrly a handred, 1t will
be perecived, In excess of ‘the lmit placid
by the late Ward MecAlllster on those who
sl’mn]d be eonsldered ln the soclal swin.

The decoratlons of the Astor Gallery
are in dellente tinte, and ghls ides wag
talthfully adbered to in the dlstribution
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of fiowers. Only pale pink roses and carna-
tlong were used to trim the tables.
This wna the menu:
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The First Assemhly Ball
Chand,
Consomme de Volallle
Terrapin, Philadeiphie,
Canard Canyns Back.
Froid.
Aspic de fole gras
Mayomnnize de Volaille.
Chnod-frofd de Cailles,
Sandwichon ¢ Rillettes
Glaces de Fantoisio.
Petita fours,
Fruits, ‘Bonbong.
Cafe.
Mokt et Chandon, Brut Imperial,

B

Distinguished Strungers,
Many strangers were notloenbile seated at
the tables In the Astor Gallery,

Among these wns Miss Fanny Heed, of

Purls, slster of the late Mrs. Paran Ste-
vens, who svent the Summer at Néwport,
Miss Pott, Frederle Trombnll, Stewart M.
Falrle, Mr. and Mrs. Millet, Hon, and Mrs.
Lyttleton, Miss Lyttleton and Ingram
Whittaker were all English visltors. So
wis Mr, MeDonnell, a1 guesi of Mr. and
Mrs. Whitney.

Others wure Amos Lawrence, of Boston;
A, Hone, of Brooklyn: Mlss Michell, of
I'hiladeiphin; Mr. nnd Mrs. Warren Wilbur,
of Bethiehem, Pa.; Enslgn Yates Silrline,
of Baltlmore; Mr. and Mra. Francesco
Terry, of Parlg; A, Grip, the Swedlsh Min.
Ister, and Baron yon Overbeck.

Francis McNntt, who has been until re-
cently for years In the diplomatie serviee
of the United States abroad, supped at »
gecluded little table with his finncee, Miss
Margaret V. €. Ogden.

When they returned to the ballroom ut
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1 o'clock the dancers found that du
thelr ‘absence the floor had been hemin
in with two rows of gilded and tnpestried
chalrs In readiness for the cotillon.

And hers occurred another Indication of
the changing of the old order. Or, mther,
it was really nor un indiestion of anything
except that DBlisha Dyer, Jr., had been
sinecere In his declaration that he would
nover lead another cotilion—that he was
tired ont.

Alexander M, Hadden bad been selected
to succeed Mr. Dyer. No blushiog novice
is Mr., Hadden. He bas been a cotillon
lender of distinction for muny years, but
has sometimes been looked upon with mild
éisfavor by what ls kuown &s the “smart
set,” hecause his Interpretation of what
constituted the Dounds of soclety was top
wlie to sult them—becnuse Mr. Hadden
sometimes led cotillone in the hounees of
people who were not altogether
#s undoubted members of the “Four Huun-
dred.”

Leading No Joke.

Whether Mr. Hadden has made his pesce
with these cavillers or whether they have
hroadened thelr ldéas suficlently to sea his
gctions in & new light, it merely remalns to
be told that he coversd himself with dis-

tinetion last night. FHe-iuifliled his trying
part—for leading cot{lions I8 no joke—with
dignity and discretion and infinite good
temper, and At the same time with vivaclty
and origlneilty. And what mote, ‘the
dnnevrs neked themselves, could be expected
of a cotilon leader?

Mr. Hadden's purtner was Mrs. Almeris
Hugh Paget, who was stunningly h
gome In a pale blue chiffon tiomh . made
over satin and smothered wi ol nt
de Venlse Ince, ag fine as featoons
web. Strands of wonderful pearis lent the
fina] touch to the THanla-llke effect of her
coNTUmE, _ -
The favors distributed included fl;!%

baskets, flled with artificlal rposes
spring flowers nnd lafge fans trimmed w
tlowers and rlbbons.

Glnnce at the Gowns,

And now for something about the gowns,
Among the handsomest noticed In therhlll
room was one worn by Mrs. Luther
Kountge, of rose gatin and brocade.

Mrs. Willlam C. Whitney. looked charm-
Ing In ane of the most Frenchy looking
eostumes at the ball. It was of e bige
satin, trimmed with clouds of tulle of the
same hue, caught with tralls and clusters
hlush poses. rs. Whitney's tlara, k-
lnee, pendant, bracelets and corsage OFfif-
ments were ail of large gapphires, set with
dlamonds, 4

Lady Colebrooke, Mrs, Whitney's guest,
who aceompanled her to the ball, wore a
pink satin gown, trimmed with duchess
ince and sprays of plok roscs. Her orna-
ments were pearis,

Mizs Euretta Kernochan wore a rose
satin gown frilled with chiffon.

Matriatch Leadets and Distinguished Debutantes.



